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DECEMBER, 1879. 


THE MONTH. 


We can scarcely overrate the importance of the events now taking place in Ire- 
land. The anti-rent movement, as it is termed, but which is, in fact, the latest 
and most perilous development of the agitation on the subject of land tenure 
‘generally, led by Mr. Parnell, has attained a truly formidable height. The 
language used on many occasions has doubtless been of an inflammatory character, 
and such as is especially dangerous when addressed to an excitable and impulsive 
people like the Irish. Men are bound to abide by their engagements, however 
hardly they may press upon themselves, and tenant farmers certainly form no 
exception to the rule. The counsel, therefore, to such men, to pay no rent, or only 
such rent as they may find convenient, and yet to retain possession of their farms 
—to “stick to the soil,” as it is termed,—is advice which cannot be too strongly 
reprobated, tending, as it does, alike to practical dishonesty, to a violation of the 
law, and to breaches of the public peace. It is not by such means that any further 
alteration of the land laws can be made, holdings divided or multiplied, the present 
landlords bought out, or a “ peasant proprietory ” established on the soil. In the 
interests of public safety, it is therefore needfal that a watch should be kept on the 


straining of the law, is not only improper in itself, but aggravates the very dangers 
it is intended to prevent. Whether the Government, therefore, have acted wisely in 
arresting the three speakers charged with seditious language at Gurteen, the result 
alone can show. The arrest itself has, for the present, but intensified the excite- 
ment; and an immense mass meeting, held in the Rotunda, Dublin, presided over 
by Mr. Gray (who has not himself been identified with the anti-rent movément), 
and addressed by Mr. Parnell, u.r., has vigorously denounced the action of the 


| 
sayings Of the agitat | utterance y perilous to the public peace | 
should be with vigour and promptitade suppressed. This duty, however, is one of | 
the greatest difficulty, since any arbitrary exercise of authority, and especially any | 
Government, and even attributed it to a desire, on the part of the Ministry, to goad 
the people of Ireland into open insurrection, and thus take occasion to crush entirely 
the movement in favour of an alteration in the tenure of the land. Such an im- 
putation, however unfounded, shows the difficulty of dealing with a people so excited, 
and the dangers attendant upon almost any course which, in a country so disturbed, 
a Government may have decided to adopt. But it is only fair to my that at this 
may have been suggested by the decisive action of the Cabinet, it is, of course, 
impossible to ascertain ; but as regards the advice itself, it should be remembered 
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that it is far easier to excite popular passions than to allay them when excited, and 
that a heavy responsibility rests on all who lightly, and without adequate justifi- 
cation, enkindle amongst a susceptible people feelings of resentment and indignation, 
which need but a spark to fire them into open insurrection. 


The agitation in Ireland has given rise to rumours of an alarming character, to 
which, however, we apprehend but little credence can be attached. Reports of a_ 
Fenian rising, of preconcerted action between the Fenians of America and Ireland, 
and even of the secret supply (by warships }) of stores of arms and ammunition for 
the disaffected, are everywhere rife. The actual state of things is serious enough, 
without credence being given to these exaggerated and absurd delusions—the result 
of imagination worked upon by fear. We are glad to learn that the Irish Govern- 
ment are making provision to meet the distress in the districts where it is most 
expected to prevail, by removing difficulties in the way of landlords obtaining loans 
to enable them to employ the peasantry in public and necessary works. This is to 
be effected by an Order in Council, applicable to the places specified therein. It is 
to be hoped these, with other extraordinary measures likely to be taken, will materi- 
ally mitigate the force of the calamity. 


The Premier's speech at the banquet in Guildhall had been anticipated with much 
eager curiosity, but can hardly be said to convey any decided indication of the 
policy which, in the futare, with relation either to the Eastern Question or to our 
foreign relations generally, the Cabinet is likely to pursue. All reference to the 
reluctance of Turkey to fulfil the engagements imposed on her by the Treaty of 
Berlin was studiously avoided, and Lord Beaconsfield confined himself to a courageous 
congratulation of his audience on the results of the recent war in Afghanistan, and 
on the increased security thereby gained for our Indian frontier. The difficulties in 
the way of inducing the Porte to perform its promises must, as we now know, have 
been at that moment specially present to his mind; but on these he doubtless deemed 
it, for various reasons, impolitic to touch, and dwelt rather upon themes adapted to 
raise the spirits of his hearers, and to awaken in them anticipations, as regards this 
nation, of coming welfare and . And if his references to our foreign policy 
eschewed topics likely to depress his audience, his remarks upon domestic matters 
generally, and in particular on the state of trade and commerce in the country, were 
doubtless intended to cheer and to encourage those who hung upon his words. In 
these respects there undoubtedly is improvement in our midst, but the progress is 
inevitably slow; whilst the state and prospects of agriculture are still such as to fill" 
the minds of all lovers of their country with serious misgivings. Rumours, too, of 
possible further diplomatic difficulties with Russia do not tend to the restoration of 
public confidence. Were the prospects of peace in Europe more decidedly assured, 
trade throughout the Continent would receive an impetus from which Great Britain 
herself would be certain to derive, equally with other nations, the most substantial 
and enduring benefit. _ 7 


Attention has once more been directed, by the authority of the British Govern- 
ment, to the non-execution by Turkey of her long-promised and as long delayed 
measures of reform. Over the recent diplomatic communications between Sir Henry 
Layard and the Sultan a cloud of mystery still hangs; but this much is known, that 


_ & remonstrance was addressed to the Porte on the non-fulfilment of its promises, 


and ademand made for carrying out such changes as were, by the English Cabinet, 
deemed essential and imperative. The recent movements of the British Fleet, im- 
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plying possible coercion in case of refusal, are supposed to have influenced the 
Turkish Ministry—albeit taking exception, in the first instance, to England's claim 
to interpose—ultimately to submit to Sir Henry Layard certain draft measures of 
reform. Our Ambassador, however, doubtless to the surprise of the Sultan's Cabinet, 
was not satisfied, and required an effective militia, protection for efficient governors 
against intrigue, and a pledge for the progressive reform of the administrative system 
of the empire. These points, too, were conceded ; but we fear that there is but 
small ground for hope that these promises will be better fulfilled than those which 
have preceded them, or that any real relief will be afforded to the oppressed and im- 
poverished country by any pressure which our Government may put upon the Porte. 
It is not for us to assume that no steps whatever will be taken to give effect to the 
changes on which Sir Henry Layard now insists, but previous experience and know- 
ledge of the Turkish character combine to reduce our expectations to a minimum. 
Already, it would seem, some obstacle to immediate practical action is discovered to 
exist. Baker Pasha has been appointed administrator or superintendent of the 
reforms to be carried out in Asia’ Minor ; and another Pasha, we learn, has objected 
to the composition of his staff. To most Englishmen the appointment of Baker Pasha 
himself to such an office would perhaps seem most open to objection. It is not, 
however, for us to criticise the instruments which the Turkish Government may 
choose for the execution of its work—euch criticism we may leave to the Turks 
themselves ; but if such an incident as that above noticed may delay or even prevent 
the Sultan's signature to a decree, many others of scarcely more importance may 
cause it to be postponed sine die. 


Ramours still obtain respecting the closeness of the relations now subsisting 
between the Governments of the Sultan and the Czar. The Russian Government 
has, it is stated, urged the Porte to carry into effect the reforms demanded by the 
British Government with the slightest possible delay. 

Affairs in Afghanistan still remain im an unsettled and disturbed condition. 
Marauding tribes still occasion much uneasiness, although their most recent attacks 
have been successfully repelled. We are glad to observe that the very serious con- 
dition of Indian finance is at length attracting the attention of Indian statesmen of 


humanity will have abundant reason to rejoice. 
formed in Italy under Signor Osiroli; but the change is not likely to have 


Incumbent of St. Alban’s. Perhaps, indeed, that is too strong an affirmation, for 
we learn that althongh on the 23rd of November the decree of Lord Penzance was 


affixed to the church doors, Mr. Mackonochie nevertheless preached and celebrated 


the Communion in defiance of authority. We presume that this reverend gentleman 


| 

| 

| 

ir india generally are beginning receive te | 

attention they deserve. This may perhaps be an advantage resulting to us from | 

the war in Afghanistan. From South Africa we learn that the aspect of affairs | 

in the Transvaal has become less threatening. | 
The question of the reforms in Cuba, now before the Spanish Cortes, including 
the abolition of slavery im the island, has occasioned great excitement in that 
colony; and some disturbances have occurred, in consequence of the hostility of 
the planters to the proposed emancipation, but not to any serious extent. Shvuld 
this measure be eventually carried in the Cortes, the friends of religion and 
been 


eommunity, bound by no law, restrained by no liturgy or creed, and free to preach — 
whatever doctrine, and, in public worship, to adopt whatever practice he might 
choose. More than that, he has shown himself determined in spirit to violate the 
law, even although sometimes, though only when it suited his purpose, he might 
affect to keep it in the letter. He has, in fact, proved himself a master of the art of 

i regardjess of all recognized authorities and 
He haz pleaded the higher authority of the 
Church when he has refused obedience to the monition of a secular Court ; and he 
has appealed to a purely secular tribunal when a Church Court declared against him, 


one aim seems to be to preach and teach what he styles “Catholic” doctrine, and to 
adopt “ Catholic” usages and rites within a Protestant Church, established by the 
State, and by which those doctrines and those usages are alike forbidden! Can such 
an end, sought to be attained by such means, be regarded as honest, manly, and 
upright ! To us it appears to violate the first principles of social morality, no less 
than the higher principles of Christian sincerity and fidelity to conscience and to God. 


7 


* 


The two meetings held last month, in Exeter Hall and St. James's Halli 
respectively, “in defence of the Prayer Book” as it is, were convened and 


the simple fact that change has been proposed, and that 
such change, if it be made, will be effected by parliamentary au ; 
hae aroused the ery that the Prayer Book is in danger, and, under the 


that Bill, nor any like it, has a chance of being passed by Parliament. . 


| 
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| ee tamacious clergy. For eleven years he has done almost exactly as he liked. Regard- 
i leas of the fact that he was the accredited minister of « National Church, sustained 
i’ and upheld by national law—e Charch with definite formularies and « definite 
5 belief—he has acted in all reepects as if he were the minister of an independent 
: and decreed his suspension from his office. His plea of conscience, therefore, in the 
) estimation of «!| impartial and reasonable men, must be regarded as invalid. His 
organized by the zeal and energy of the Vicar of East Brent; and the large 
and influential attendance at these gatherings, the tone taken by the leading 
speakers, and the uncompromising character of the resolutions so unanimously 
i passed, clearly indicate the strength, vigour, and determination of the Ritaalistic 
ai | party. Convocation, as our readers are aware, have approved of a number of 
ee the recommendations of the Royal Commission which sat from 1871 to 1874 to 
ai consider the subject of liturgical revision. The changes suggested are of minor 
eade;rship rehdeacon Denison, hed the Hitualist hosts to its defence. 
a The prevailing sentiment of the meetings was clearly put by the President of 
te the Church of England’s Working Men’s Association, who stated that, “as a legis— 
|) Re lative assembly in secular matters, they honoured Parliament, but to legislate in g 
ae ecclesiastical matters touching worship and ritual was beyond them.” The speaker 
ie and those who cheered him found it convenient to ignore the fact that the Church 
1; of England being not a mere denomination, but a national institution, maintained as 
a i. such by the authority of the law, the power of the Legislature over it must remain 
Lit complete. To meet the growing hostility felt not only by Ritualists, but by various 
4+ sections of Churchmen, to parliamentary interference with Church matters, Con- | 
6d Lee vocation has, indeed, prepared a Bill to provide, as occasion may arise, for the amend- 
tz ment of rites and ceremonies—a Bill which confers upon that body the initiative 
| power, and allows to Parliament nought but the privilege of a veto measure, of say- 
| ing either yea or nay; but all parties in the Church must alike know that neither 7 
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provincial synods be heard on the appoint-j| Prussian Synod, The Charch of the former 
_ ment of superintendents, and the committee duchy is United [combining Lutherans and 
of the General Synod on the appointment of there wich it to 
professors of divinity. become incorporated with the National Church 
Prayer-meetings were held every evening | of Prussia. A to that effect was, 
| during the semion, and among all the believ- | however, defeated by the Left They are 
7 ing members of our National Church the | afraid that our Church Government should 
feeling prevails that the Lord has heard these | prove too orthodox for them. Some of the 
prayers, All the more the Liberals attack smaller German Churches are refuges for the 
the Synod in press and Parliament. They | *Libersl ” clergy, In Hambarg, Mr. Hirsche, 
are preparing to get as many of their friends a member of the Protestanten-Verein, was not 
Possible on the parochial councils, which | long ago appointed Senior of the Hamburg 
will be re-elected on the 4th of January next. ers _ when 
| & Mr. von Puttkamer, in the House of Deputies, now 
) very warmly defended the General Synod. plogi- 
THE DISTRICT SYNOD OF 
| met at Wiesbaden at the same time as the 
AME] 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE J 
The seventieth annual 
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“ Hallelujah Chorus” was 
service, On the south side 


ng dering the 


THE MACKONOCHIE CASE. 
It may be remembered that in June of last oo ee 


refused to allow the clergy 
the Bi 


3 
a 


CHRG@TENDON. [Doormber 7, 1878 
mach the Eliot Congregational Church, in 
in 1838 in 
removed to Farmington, Maine, 
engaged in the production of books 
REV. for young people. It is stated that a complete 
at i ,| catalogue of his works would exceed 200 
was Pro-| volumes. He leaves four sons, “all of them 
) to 1829. | worthy of so illastrious a father,” and one of 
) Principal of the Mount Ver | whom is Dr. Lyman Abbott, of New York. 
the purpose (his lord- 
a), to officiate in Mr, 
y In a document read by 
pending the Rev. A. H. ¥ after the reading of the Bishop's 
/ the celebration of divine declared that he had not been 
| years, on account of con from his office by any court which 
bi practices at St. Alban’s, rity from God for that purpose. 
of prohibition was obtsined i ground of his disobedience is 
| of Queen’s Bench, but oz Penzance is the judge of a secular 
ft carried to the Court of Ay a spiritual court. 
| tion was annulled, as we DPRIC OF NEW WESTMIXSTER. 
last (p. 242). On the 12 . Acton W. Sillitoe, p.v., late 
| was made to the Dean of A > the British Legation at Darmstadt, 
5 the original order. Lord Penzance expressed | was consecrated Bishop of New Westminster, 
be ft his regret at the delay which had been caused | British Colambia, in the parish church at 
Be e order of suepension, | Croydon, on the lst ult. (All Saints’ Day). 
by a temporal Court, | The unusual circumstance of consecrating a 
Bp: er the Court of Arches, | prelate at Croydon attracted a large congrega- 
| ted by law. Hej tion. The Archbishop of Canterbury was 
s ion of the suspension of | assisted in the consecration by the Bishops of 
for r, Columbia, and Antigt 
willing to he 
y application fe 
sentence, founded upon 
ence to the law. No sx 
was forthcoming. On § 
Mr. Mackonochie 
“ Mass” as usual, 
yj preached at the eveni 
points of ritual for 
judicially condemned 
celebration. Before th 
officer of the Court of 
a copy of the decree up , 
| and having affixed a coy 
| 
wii Thre same part sixteen sycamore trees were 
i man licensed planted by the bishops present, and the row 
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noble verses, which have evidently flowed from | A Gwide to /ndian Household 

a reverent mind and a loving heart. London: Ward, Lock, 
Culture Self- under God, the | Qumsrions are ‘often asked in newspapers and 

furnish answers. The authoress does not pre- 

A® able attearpt to enforce upon young men the tend that her book is complete, bat it will 

truth and fall significance of the good old proverb, | 2e>tless prove to be serviceable to those 

“God helps those who help themselves.” The ladies who are about to visit India for the first 

book has already obtained large amount of well- | 

deserved success, 80 far as success may be tested 

by circulation. It can scarcely fai] to benefit, in at 4 leading topics upon which 

relation to both worlds, some among the class given. 

for whom it is written. The Minister's Pocket Diary and Visiting Book : 


THE EDINBURGH CONFERENCE. 


i is, D.D., L1.D.; Professor 
Flint, 1.D.; H. Bonar, W. H. Goold, W. H. Gray, p.v.; W. Hanna, v.p., 
Lees, D.D.; James Macgregor, p».; M. Mitchell, p.p.; W. Robertson, v.v.; 

C. Thomson, 


D.D.; William Adamson ; Owen D. Campbell, G. D. 
E. C. Dawson, u.a.; W. M. Falconer, ma.; William Fraser, G. Giffen; William 
Gillies; William Grant; John Kelman, ua; J. G. Mackintosh, ws.; John McMarthrie, 
ua.; 8 Newman; John Pulsford; W. F. Slater; J. S. 8. Roberteon, Bombay Church 
3; T. K. Talon, pa.; Alexander Whyte, ws.; Ninian Wight; and 
J. H. Wilson, ua.; Professor Balfour, u.p.; Messrs. Daniel Ainslie; Findlay Anderson ; 
George F. Barbour, of Bonskeid ; W. F. Barnley; Edward Caird, of Finnart; John Carment, 
; F. W. Bedford, t1.p.; Dr. H. Cleghorn, Stravithy ; Edward Cruickshank’; William 
Dickson ; Lieut..Colonel Dodds; F. Brown-Douglas; W.J. Duncan; E. A. Stuart Gray ; 
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The Evangelical Advocate and Protestant Wit- | Wu have more than once’called attention to this 
nexs, Ne, 1, Edited by Mrs. R. Pepore. Edin- compact little work, which will be found very | 
bargh: 18, South St. Andrew Stress. useful by clergymen and ministers. A ruled 
A xzw monthly, the principal objects of which | diary, for daily entries, and prepared blank 
are the advocacy of spiritual life, the promotion | pages for the registration of various particulars 
of evangelical work at home and abroad, and / of pastoral Iabour, are among its principal 
opposition to Romish error. A novel announce- | featares. There are also lists of ecclesiastical 
ment meets us among its ‘special notices ’— | bodies, teligious institutions, and other matters. 
viz., that “‘no payment is given for articles of any | 7. Gospel in the Churches. By the Rev. J. F. , 
kind.” Taking this fact into account, themage-| London: Bagster and Sons. | 
sine may be regarded as not devoid of merit. The | A riza, which is forcibly urged, both by the | 
articles of which it is composed are on familiar | author and the Rev. W. H. M. H. Aitken, for 
historical and religious themes, with remarks | special evangelistic services by the regular 
on current events and on the progress of Ro- | ministry. 
manism. 
| 
The Annual Conference of the British Organization of the Alliance was held for this | 
year in the city of Edinburgh, on October 28 and succeeding days. 
Following so closely upon the great gathering inBasle, it was not expected that there 
would be a large attendance of delegates from England and Ireland, but the presence of | 
Scotch members and friends of the Alliance, and especially of those resident in and near 
Edinburgh, made up for deficiencies in this respect. There were, however, representatives 
from various parts of England and from Ireland, as well as from America, Canada, Turkey, 
etc. A very influential committee had been formed in Edinburgh to carry out the local 
Campbell; Lord Balfour of Burleigh; Sir Francis B. Outram, Bart; Sir J Don . 
Blaikie, D.D., L1.D.; Principal 
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imtercoane with them. The Evangelical this tide of thought was becoming very 
wor common in religion. There were also showu 
had been this Conference the connection between 
Europe ; religion and the great facts of the Gospel, 
the principles which those facts embody. 
ban an: only had they the evangelical principles 
a spirit down, but they had also an exposition of 
I's peor principles of religious liberty. Dr. 
the t hton also- referred to the work which 
ouls to Christ. been done by the Conference in regard to 
y-echools, religious literature, missions, 
i concluded by expressing « hope 
labours at Basle would be followed 
val of religion. 
Arnold, one of the Secretaries, 
historical sketch of the opera- 
Alliance,* and the proceeding: 
ne Doxology and the Benediction. 
lay moraing, October 29, the 
onal meeting was held under 
nded on the words contained in 
“Letthem make me 4 sanc- 
may dwell among them.” 
of the first consecrated abode 
Presence upon the earth,— 
e of the Lord,” or “ Jehovah's 
t on to refer to that to which 
ne Temple. He spoke of 
and the significance conveyed 
of which it was composed 
which it was constructed. It 
how this foreshadowed every- 
oe Church of God, the one 
ist,” composed of “the great 
om no man can number,” re- 
among men. Having traced 
of analogy between the Temple 
on, and they should endeav and the living temple now ia 
argument to meet obj rection, to t 
the fact came out that 
Bs 3 | 


with joy 
they were 
describe the 
they 
come back 
them 
our true unity 
most 
can 
the trath 
joy and 
knit all 


| 
i 
4 
+, 
. 
4 


AL CHRISTENDOM. 877 
| 


bear on that system of religion; and from 


Mitchell. The paper contained an expression 
of the cordial salutations of the Bithynian 


Union of Churchesand Pastors, and of gratitude 


to the British Organization of the Alliance for 
its efforts in relation to religious liberty in 


of the Young Men’s Christian Associatiun ; 
Mr. Sheriff Campbell presiding. 

After breakfast, the Chairman introduced 

the subject of 
HOME MISSION WORK. 

The Rev. Dr. Robertson (Edinburgh), in 
the course of some remarks, described the state 
of bis parish of Greyfriars at the time when 
he first entered on his duties as minister of 
the parish. At that time the state of the 
population in and around Grassmarket was so 
startling that, coming as he did from a quiet 


successful in Glasgow and in Edinburgh, 
which he regarded as the true method of 
Church extension. 

The Rev. Dr. J. H. Wilson, of Lovdon, gave 
an account of the circumstances under which 
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Dew T> » of Bevrout gave | country parish, he felt perfectly shocked. 
4 an The people of the district could not be 
_— | characterzied as infidels, for they had no kind 
. of belief at all; there was, in fact, nothing 
bat dark universal unbelief, and was fitly 
described at the time as a hell upon earth. 
the 
continned demand for tha me Dine and 
the work being done by 150 Evangelical 
native Christian churches in Turkey, he felt 
sure that the triamph of the Gospel there was 
simply a question of time. Christians were 
| learning not to waste their time in quarreling 
i with one another when there were eight hun- 
dred millions of people in religious ignorance. 
He considered this Evangelical Alliance was 
doing much to economise and unite the 
strength of the Christian churches. respects than male visitors could do, 

Pastor Stepanian, of the Armenian Church | The Rev. J. H. Wilson (Barclay Church) 
at Rodents, Turkey, who was present, handed | that some misapprehension seemed to 
to the Secretaries a written address, which | exist in England as to the need for mission- 
was read to the meeting by Dr. Murray | ary work in Scotland; but the fact was that 

ae or persons altogether outside the Christian 
. ee | Church, and in Glasgow about 140,000 or 
a of 2,000 a year, the total popylation increas- 
ie Turkey. From the banks of the Euphrates,| ing at the rate of 10,000 a year. He 
ih from the Balkans, and from the valleys of | thought that all who were professing Chris- 
a Syria, the universal echo is that a great har-/| tians should engage in mirsion work, and 
+88). vest is ready, the seeds of which have been | said that some of the best and most effective 
1a sown for many years, and have already begun | missionaries he had found were among the 
= to spring, while growing under the fertile | humblerclasses. In speaking of the condition 
a soil. The continued efforts of the Alliance | of some of the people in the more destitute 
are needed to secure complete religious liberty. | parts, he mentioned the case of one whom he 
a After a brief address by the Rev. J. C. | visited, who said that she was of a different 
Burns, Moderator of the Free Church of | religion than he professed, and would not 
7. Scotland, the meeting was closed with the | hear what he had to say. She said she was 
. Benediction. of the horse religion, which she explained to 
% TrorspAyY Morwmea, mean that she worked all the week and went 
a The proceedings of this day were com- | to grass on Sunday. Mr. Wilson, in conclu- 
4 menced by a breakfast, held in the Rooms | sion, gave some details as to the nature of 
territorial mission work, which had been 
be had established a ragged kirk in the city 
i of Aberdeen nearly thirty years ago; but, he 
ei added, it had long since become a clothed 
ait kirk, and in a great measure had solved the 
i problem of how to reclaim the masses. When 
4 this mission was in its infancy. the Queen 
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and the late Prince Consort took an interest 
in it, and contributed to the funda 

The Rev. Dr. O. H. White, and others, also 
spoke briefly. 


meeting. 

At eleven o'clock the chair was taken by 
Lord Polwarth. 

The report of the committee appointed to 
prepare the list of new Council was then sub- 
mitted, and, on the motion of the Chairman, 
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The Rev. George Wilson, of Cramond, de- 
livered an address on Ephesians iv. 15-19. 
The 
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So 


4. 


and rites. 


379 


with any measure of seal, Well, so far as 
we can calculate,the number of professiny 
Christians in the world about the year «.D. 
100, was not more than half-a million. Come 
now to modern days. The number of human 
beings rescued from heathensim, and walking 
in the of the Gospel is, at this day, not 
millions. So, then, this remark 


: 


which was widely diffased and very 
its effects. It was thie—that 


example ; there were in India large bodies of 
races quite distinct from the Hindus proper, 


polluted a “twice born ” 
man ; and in western India, which was full 
of walled villages, they had to herd outside 
the walls with the lowest of the brute creation, 
while oxen and sheep were readily allowed a 
place within. Yet, through the sheer neces- 
sity of having some religion, these people 
had to a large extent adopted Hindu ideas 
It was appalling to think what 
multitudes had, during the last thirty or forty 
years, become, in this sense, Hinduized. 
Some had embraced Mohammedanism. The 
process was still going on. As yet there re- 
mained from. fifteen to twenty millions of 
these down-trodden yet most interesting races, 


rude, vague demonolatry, or spirit-worship, 
gave way when it came in contact with any 
definite creed, or any form of civilization. 
Let us hasten to proclaim the glad tidings to 
these untutored races; and if the Church of 
Christ did what was quite within her power, 
all these millions might, within a generation 
or so, be won over to the truth, provided 


the blessing which has hitherto attended all 


| 
EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
The Conference afterwards re-assembied in 
the Free Assembly Hall, when the Rev. C. ; 
M. Birrell presided over the devotional | 
| had been four times as great 
approved. Loni Polwarth was re-elected | eee | 
President. The Vice-Presidents were also | the heathen nations, if unevangelized, would | 
prmequersgd could quietly choose her own 
\ time and mode of attacking them. Truly, 
'@ most perilous delusion! For unless the 
| battle with heathenism_were soon fought on | 
a large scale, it would have to be fought bye- | 
and-bye at an enormous disadvantage. For | 
his great satisfaction because of the prominent | 
the Meetings both at Basle and in Edinburgh. | and probably aboriginal. Their number has 
The connection between missions and the | been sometimes estimated at seventy millions. | 
Alliance, was the closest possible. Unless | But in counne-of time the far greater portion 
missions were conducted in the spirit which | of these non-Aryan races have fallen under | 
the spell of Hinduism. They could not in- ! 
deed be admitted into caste; most of them | 
were regarded as so unclean that their touch, : 
The ques- | 
in various | 
uld not be | 
the native Christians 
of the practical <iffi- 
| the proposed in- 
corporation ; but, at all events, we could re- 
| who had been comparatively little affected by 
surrounding religions; but India was being 
opened up and new influences from without 
were now brought to bear upon them, Their | 
Christianity was no failure. 
pare, | 
the | 
| 
equal period ; for it is not more than about 
seventy years since Protestant missions | 
assumed any definite shape, or were prosecuted 
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A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE 
EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE.* 


that the duty of moderation in controversy, 
of generous allowance {.r diiferences of judg- 
ment, and of cordial a! ection, are now very 


generally recognized. ‘lhis result is due in 
@ great measure to the influence of the Evan- 


gelical Alliance during the past thirty-three 


important agencies now in active 


attending the meeting in Berlin, in 1857, 


brethren, signed by more than 3,000 persons, 
including the Archbishop of Canterbary and 
many of the bishops, gave expression to their 
cordial sympathy and earnest prayers for the 
success of the Assembly. The King of Prussia, 


by whose direct invitation the Conference was — 


* This sketch formed the substance of the address 
at the Edinburgh Conference, as mentioned at page 87 


al hie A. J. Arnold, one of the Secretaries, 


press upon Christians a deeper sense of the 
a few facts id answer to the question, “ Of | great duty of obeying the Lord's command, 
what practical use is the Evangelical Alli- to love one another, and to seek the full 
ance!” By way of preface, however, it may | accomplishment of His prayer, “ That they 
be desirable to glance at the history of the | all may be one. . . that the world may 
Alliance. In 1845 an invitation, signed by | believe that Thou hast sent me.” In sub- 
fifty-five Scottish ministers and laymen, con-| serviency to the same great object, the 
vened a meeting at: Liverpool to consult on | Alliance endeavours to exert a beneficial 
the best means of promoiing Christian union. | influence on the advancement of Evan- 
Two hundred and sixteen Englishmen re- | gelical Religion, and on the counteraction of 
sponded to the call. Here was the inangura- | infidelity, of Romaniem, and of the desecra- 
tion of the Lord’sday. It also aims at two 
to other main objects—the defence of religious 
liberty, and the initiation of various enter- 
prises for direct Christian work. 
1. Harmony of Christians.—Of the changed 
aspect in regard to party feeling among pious 
Protestants, it is only necessary to remark 
— Epi i Methodists, Presbyterians, | years. 1 
2. Conferences.—Seven General Assemblies 
of Christians of all Nations, convened by the 
Alliance, have been held in London, Paris, 
Berlin, Geneva, Amsterdam, New York, and 
the | Basle. Directly and indirectly, these great 
gatherings have been most beneficial to the 
ing | whole Church of Christ, and the divine 
° blessing has been traced in the following 
results: Religious revivals, the increase of 
missionary and evangelistic operations, the 
spread of Sunday-schools on the Continent, 
the International Federation for the better 
observance of the Lord’s-day; and many 
«operation 
have been originated. While it is impossible 
to refer in detail to each of these (Ecumenical 
Assemblies, it may be remarked tha‘! the 
earlier Conferences awakened great interest 
by their novelty. The special circumstances 
deserve to be noted. British Christians were 
not slow to appreciate the importance of the 
movement. An address to their continental 
1D manilesting the unlon whieh €xist nongs 
the true disciples of Christ, to promote this 
union by fraternal and devotional intercourse, 
to discourage strifes and divisions, and to in- | 77 
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we DuMmoer ¢ ing anc 
Miss Abbott, Ilfracombe. around London during the January Week of 
Mrs. Desborough, Ilfracombe. Prayer. 
, Mr. W. H. Gould, Ilfracombe. 
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The Council deputed Major-General Field, 
om, one of the Secretaries, to 
during the 
which was held 
7th and 8th of 
1. The facts connected with the case of | Vienna, who, with the foreknowledge of the 
San Barda, c.s., at Prague, and Josef Hodek, | authorities, and with the co-operation of con- 
c.8., at Stupitz, are embodied in a printed paper | spicucus members of the Reformed and the 
presented to the Alliance meeting at Basle. Latheran Churches, has for nine years un- 
2. The case of Mr. Edward Millard at | interruptedly held strictly undenominational 
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